











ParentS. Teachers. Students.
“Together We Can"
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Fern Bementary PTA 2()16-17 Fern Library Fund
Donation Request

Darlene Crider, our recently retired librarian, invested many years into the Fern Library making it the #1 elementary
school library in the district. Our children, at Fern Elementary, have access to a wonderful creative space to call
“their” library. Thanks to the continued help of our new Volunteer Library Team, we have been able to keep the
library up and running since Mrs. Crider’s departure. The children have access to the library before school, during
recess, and at lunchtime; as well as during our children’s regular class schedules.

The newly assembled Fern Library Team is comprised of Parents and Grandparents who spend precious hours with
each classroom. Their time spent includes: re-shelving, tidying up, checking books in & out, reading to the younger
grades, covering/repairing books and processing new books for circulation. Our library volunteers do not receive any
compensation other than the pure joy of working with your children. However, there remains continued costs
involved in the library upkeep which include purchase of new books, protective book covering materials, labels and
labeling printer’s ink, reams of paper for student bookmarks, paper for student notes and coloring activities, and
laminating material costs for student projects. Mrs. Crider also had a few °‘last requests’ for much needed
improvements such as library furniture that we would like to complete in her honor - our way of saying “thank you”
for the many years she dedicated to The Fern Avenue Elementary School Library.

We need your generous help and support: Please join us in our efforts to continue to uphold our #1 library status
by financially supporting this important and valuable learning path for our children. A suggested donation of $20
per child will get us to our goal. If you can do more, please feel free to do so. All contributions, great or small are
very much appreciated! Also, please kindly consider asking family and friends to support this invaluable donation
drive that crucially impacts Fern elementary students. Thank you for supporting our children and our school. Your
donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed. If you have any questions, please contact Valerie Oliva at
fernavelibrary@gmail.com.

In order to excel in this goal we are offering a very special incentive:
Students collecting $50 or more in donations will receive an invitation to a special ‘bookmark making art
party’ hosted by our wonderful Fern Elementary Library Volunteer Team. (Donations must be received by
March 31, 2017 to qualify for this special incentive.)

-------------------- - --=====-==Cut herg---=================-=--=-—- --- mmmmmm--
Fern’s Library Fund 2016-17 Donation Form
Platinum Sponsor..........$200.00 Gold Sponsor.......... $100.00 Silver Sponsor..........$ 50.00

Sponsors will be recognized in the PTA Newsletter. Any and all amounts are valued and appreciated. Thank you in advance for your kind
generosity to the Fern Elementary Library
Student Name: Student Room #:

Donor Name Phone Amount

PTA USE ONLY Date rec’d: Total Rec’d:

No Cash will be accepted. Please make checks payable to: Fern PTA. Please remember to write “Fern Library Fund” along with Student
Name & Room Number in the memo section. Return to the school office or to your child’s teacher. Your company may offer a charitable
matching donation incentive; please inquire at your workplace at your Human Resources Department. Thank you again for your very kind,
gracious, and generous support!
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After-Schoal
Ar Lessons

Fern Avenue Elementary School session dates:

B/20/11 4/11/11
B/ 27/11 4/24/17
4/3/11 B/1/11

Kindergarten class will be Mondays from 155 to 2:65
Grades 1-B will be Mondays from 3:15 to 415
#78 for the 6-week session. (ALL SUPPLIES INCLUDED)
Watch Me Sculpt will meet at the outdoor lunch tables.
Minimum Days: Class to be held right after school

Registration due 3/20/2011
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For more info: watchmesculpt.com, 310.532.5992 or alexeohrio.com.
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Torrance Unified School District
Biliteracy Awards
2010-2017

Californians Together developed the concept of a Seal of Biliteracy in 2008 and worked
throughout the state to help school sites, districts and others adopt and implement the Seal
of Biliteracy. Over 197 school districts are currently granting the awards, and increasing
numbers of state and national professional organizations and other entities have endorsed
the Seal. (from the californianstogether.org)

The creation of the Seal of Biliteracy was motivated by a number of purposes including:

« To encourage students to study world languages

« To certify the attainment of biliteracy skills- for employers, and for colleges

» To communicate the value of language diversity

» To prepare students with 21st Centry skills that will benefit them in the labor market and
the global society '

« To strengthen intergroup relationships and honor the multiple cultures and languages in a
community.

Since 2012, Torrance Unified School District has joined the celebration of recognizing and
honoring multi-literacy skill of our students by promoting the The Seal of Biliteracy and the
Pathway Awards.

Please read carefully as some of the requirements have changed to align better with the CA
State Seal of Bllteracy.

5% and 8™ Grade Students

The “TUSD Pathway to Biliteracy” will be awarded to 5™ and 8™ grade students. They must
demonstrate proficiency in English and another language, including American Sign
Language. This award is given at the end of the school year in the form of a trophy. Please
refer to the application for details on the requirement.

12 Grade Students

Until last year, we had two separate awards, the TUSD Seal of Biliteracy and the State Seal of
Biliteracy. This year, TUSD will be completely aligned with the State Seal requirement and
will only award the State Seal. The seal will be placed onto the student’s diploma and noted
in the transcript. Recipients will also be awarded with an honor medallion to wear during
graduation ceremonies. Please contact your school office for application details. Students

should make sure that they are using the 2016-2017 application.

Revised: November 2016




School:

Reading Log Due Date: /

{School Use)

Pathway to Biliteracy 2016-2017
5th Grade Reading Log

Student Name:

Student ID:

Biliteracy Pathway Language:

Date
{Month /
Year)

Title

Author

# of pages

The following signature verify that the books listed above are grade level appropriate and were read
independently.

(Parent Name- Printed)

(Parent Signature)

(Studeht Signature)

Date Signed
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Practicing patience

In today’s world, youngsters often have

instant access to information, songs, and
movies. As a result, they might not

learn patience. Encourage your child

to get better at waiting patiently with
these tips.

Set an example. Let your youngster

see you waiting calmly during challeng-
ing situations. In a traffic jam, you could
say, “It looks like we'll be sitting here for

a while. Would you read your story to me?”

Discover strategies. What does “wait a minute” or “wait
5 minutes” look like? Look at your watch, and have each
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wd VVrite a
winning
argument

My daughter Lucy has been asking for
a cat for months. So when she told me
that she was learning to write “argu-
ments” in school, | asked her to write me
a letter arguing why we should get a cat.

A few days later, Lucy
handed me her letter.

She had stated her
claim—*"“Having a pet
helps kids become
responsible.” She even
gathered evidence. She
talked to three friends
and wrote about how
they care for their
animals.

Finally, she considered my side, say-
ing she knew | was worried I'd end up
doing all the work. So she proposed a
rule: She would have to feed the cat and
scoop out its litter box before going out
to play.

Lucys’s letter worked, and we're going
to the animal shelter this weekend to
adopt her cat. Now she sees that writing
a good argument can pay off!

O UR P URPOSE

To provide busy parents with practical ideas
that promote school success, parent involvement,
and more effective parenting.
Resources for Educators,

a division of CCH Incorporated
128 N. Royal Avenue = Front Royal, VA 22630
800-394-5052 e rfecustomer@wolterskluwer.com
www.rfeonline.com

ISSN 1540-5621

© 2017 Resources for Educators, a division of CCH Incorporated

family member raise
his hand when he
thinks 1 minute
has gone by. They
should raise their
hands again when
they think it's been
5 minutes. Repeat
the activity, but this
time, ask each per-
son to do something
he enjoys like read-
ing or drawing. Does
the time seem to go
faster? Your child will learn that staying occupied will help
him be patient.
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cO What’s more fun than fam-

ily game night? Playing a game your child designed
herself! Consider these suggestions.

1. Family-opoly. Have your youngster create a

personalized Monopoly game. She might name

properties after people, places, or things that are

important to your family (say, her grandparents’

native country or her brother’s college mascot).

After she makes the board and property cards, use Monopoly money and game
pieces to play her version.

2. Trivia, Family Edition. Encourage family members to write questions about
your family on index cards, with the answers on the backs. Examples: “What break-
fast dish is Dad famous for?” or “How did we celebrate Mom's 40th birthday?”
Stack the cards with the answers facing down. Your child draws one and reads the
question aloud. The first person to answer correctly keeps the card and asks the
next question. When all cards have been used, the player with the most wins.
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Believe it—or not?

ISl Q: My child believes everything in
A TV commercials. How can | help

him understand whats accurate
and what’s exaggerated?

Now, look through the pictures. Have
him imagine he is “selling” your house
by showing only the flattering pictures.
Is he giving the full story?

Explain that this is how commercials
work, too—advertisers want to show their
products in the best light. Together, watch
commercials, and talk about the “other”
side that you're not seeing.

You could also read
product reviews to get a
more complete picture.
Your son will learn to think
critically about information

/] heseesand hears.

A: Try this eye-opening activity. Let your
son take photos around your home. Half
should make your house
look good, and the other
half not so good. For
example, he could

snap a shot of a freshly
vacuumed room with
the bed made and one
of an overflowing trash
can and a dirty wall.
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New opportunities for Falcons to SOAR at Fern!

: Fern Elementary is a PBIS schooll We have taken a positive step forward in

I developing school-wide expectations for behavior for our students. Our SOAR

. model (PBIS system=Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports) focuses on

3 The positive behaviors exhibited by our students rather than the negative

I behaviors. Staff members may provide a student a SOAR purple slip to
acknowledge his/her positive academic and character behaviors across the

: campus; Scholarly, On time, Accountable, Respectful/Responsible.

I A school-wide behavior policy shapes and encourages a positive school culture.

: Through a consistent PBIS implementation we expect to see the following results:
v' improved academic achievement,

I v increased school engagement and participation,

I v reduced negative behaviors and,

! v increased adult focus on positive student behaviors.

1 Our students have positively responded to the launch of our school wide

" behavior expectations, so we have updated our system to reflect the growing
| number of Falcon achievers! Students now have three ways to “cash in” their
1 SOAR purple slips.

1) Our fabulous PTA members will continue to host the Fern Student Store in
front of the school on the last Wednesday of the month. Each SOAR
purple slip has a value of 25 cents at the store.

2) New —the SOAR café. Students can place their SOAR slips in grade level
buckets in the cafeteria. A raffle drawing will be held at the first Falcon
Monday Morning Assembly each month and six SOAR slips will be drawn
from each bucket. The winners will eat their lunch at the special SOAR
café table on the stage with a staff member(s).

3) New - the SOAR Store. Once a month, students can purchase a pencil,
eraser, or stickers from the store during lunch. One SOAR slip will be
needed to purchase one item. Each month, the date will be announced
at the Falcon Monday Morning Assembly.

We look forward to recognizing and celebrating Fern students!

Fern's PBIS Team
Jessica Garcia (4t grade teacher)
Lauren Haro (Rl teacher)
Debbie Mabry (principal)
Linda OImos (TK teacher)
Kelly Steinfeld (PBIS Lead Coach and Learning Center teacher)



VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

Our school library is looking for volunteers during class
hours and lunch recess.
If you are able to give your time one day a week or
more please email

Traci Dominguez: fernptapres@gmail.com

If we do not have enough volunteers to staff the
library, it may end up being closed certain days and
times of the week.

* All volunteers must be cleared through the office and TUSD*
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